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of wives; for at that period they all possessed
crowded harems, many of the inhabitants of
which were the victims of their reckless perse-
cution ; young females torn from the bosom of
their families and immured in the vilest state
of bondage, to be cast out upon the wide world
to starvation and misery, whenever the base
master of the house or tent desired to make
room for a fresh supply, often the spoils of his
predatory excursions.

By the laws of Mahumud his followers are
restrained from concubinage ; they are equally
restricted from forced marriages. The number
of their wives must be regulated by their means
of supporting them, the law strictly forbidding-
neglect or unkind treatment of any one of the
number his followers may deem it convenient to
marry.

At the period when Mahumud issued these
necessary laws for the security of female com-
fort and the moral habits of the males, there
existed a practice with the Arabs of forcing
young women to marry against their inclination,
adding, year by year, to the many wretched